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connected with coaling operation**, with the perfectly
simple and silent method of filling an oil storage tank.
rrhis latter operation merely calls for the attachment
of a feeder pipe to the ship's tanks and the wholo supply
of fuel for the voyage in shipped as easily as the fresh
water tankw arc* replenished.
In npecial circumstances, the fuel supply can bo aug-
mented at sea or whilst lying at anchor.
The removal of all discomfort due to the mwossity for
calling at intermediate ports for coal in a decided advantage
on passenger steamers,
To the shipowner the reduction in Htokchold stall will
represent perhaps the biggest Having in labour costs.
To many who have had no sea experience with an oil-
fired plant, the array of appliances introduced to bum
the oil may afford a suggestion of complication.
One voyage IB sullieient to remove thin misconception.
An oil-burning plant requires far lens unskilled attention
than coal.
The truth of this statement is well illustrated by the
experiences of certain sections of the Army in Kgypt.
The supply of Arab labour wan of such a low intellectual
standard an to be absolutely incapable of handling a shovel.
Oil fuel wan installed, with the result that the full head of
steam was always available, with only one man in attend
ance on the boilers.
At sea one fireman can control the fires in twelve
furnaces, and then have enough time on his hands to keep
the stokehold clean,
The absence of a heavy demand for unskilled labour